My name is Bianca Tangande, born on February 13 during the severe winter of 1956, when snow was piled up high in front of my parents’ house in Weert, the Netherlands. The snow outside the front door was a godsend for my father, as he took a handful of the dense ice crystals to my overheated and proud mother to hasten my birth. One could say that the Dutch and Indonesian cultural fusion has brought me into this world, in more than one way of speaking. 

At the age of 17, I entered the Royal Academy of Art and Design in 's-Hertogenbosch with an enormous amount of talent dripping from my hands.

Since 1979 I live and work as a visual artist in 's-Hertogenbosch.

Starting in 1979, my works of art are often exhibited in the Netherlands and abroad.  

As a visual and performing artist, as well as a graphic designer and teacher, I am involved in workshops and education programs. 

The rich experience of introducing art into the lives of children and adults of all ages, has taught me that a continuous diversity of people is open minded towards forms of art from a different culture. It is these people that wear my hats and that exhibit my paintings. It’s also these people that take part in my workshop Making dancemasks, and who by being an individual, become a personal gift for someone else in the shape of a mask.

My works of art reflect experiencing vulnerability, therefore they are extremely personal. I try to visualize this process of undergoing susceptibility in:

· portrait sketches: framing the inner soul of a person in an encounter with me;

· masks showing specific features of a person: freezing the process of mask making in relation towards me;

· water colour landscapes: lyrical abstracts of my inner emotions;

· photographs: intimate observations of my immediate surrounding in which one special moment occurs, e.g. a sudden colour, shape, or single ray of light;

· paintings and drawings: using handmade paint from pigments; 

My hats are handmade single copies with a portrait signature.

In assignment I work analogue as well as digital, on a basis of consideration, discretion and personal approach. 

My work is influenced by the colours and shapes of my African and Indonesian roots, by the brushstrokes of Turner and by Matisse’s independent colours, typical drawing lines and composition.

My two daughters are a source of inspiration, by continuously confronting me with new challenges in life, while at the same time reflecting life’s many emotional sides.   

Education:

1979 Royal Academy of Art and Design, 's- Hertogenbosch

1981
Teaching degree Drawing and Painting

1998 Certificate Creative Therapy

2001 Certificate Multimedia Applications

2006
Certificates Artist & Entrepreneur II, Project management II

Quotation from my diary: "My studio is loaded with works of art, waiting to be bought. And yet the visitor wants something else, this being marking the final piece of art. The studio is like a source of inspiration; the assignment lies in the connection between me and the client. Together, our minds sketch the assignment."

"Funny… I seem to be either running or standing still."

Translation: Madeleine Gabeler

